
Outstanding Performance by the Bouncing Bulldogs at the Apollo Theater 2019 

 

On Sunday the Bouncing Bulldogs International Jump Rope Demonstration Team 

competed at the 28th Annual Double Dutch Holiday Classic founded by the late great David A. 

Walker. Every December, this event is held at the historic Apollo Theater in Harlem, New York. 

This year the Bulldogs brought 44 jumpers to compete in every age division and event, taking 

home 62 total awards: 15 gold, 23 silver, and 13 bronze. They won a clean sweep in the 8th 

grade and above category for the double dutch pairs speed test, winning all top three places. 

Most notably, the Bouncing Bulldogs advanced fusion group (Lena Berry, Ragan Copeland, 

Jenna McKee, Caleb Omari, and Shalini Stockmans) closed out the tournament with a perfect 

routine, narrowly missing the top spot to a team from Tokyo, Japan for Best of Show.  

A senior on the Bouncing Bulldogs, Shalini Stockmans, said that “the energy of the 

crowd inspired me to jump higher and perform the best routine we’ve ever done. Placing second 

in advanced fusion is a monumental milestone for our team because it shows the rest of the jump 

rope world that we’ve excelled in fusion too!”  

These young athletes from Chapel Hill and Durham, North Carolina had the opportunity 

of a lifetime, performing on the biggest stage in performance and entertainment history. Only 

select teams are invited by the National Double Dutch League to compete at this tournament. 

Teams came from Brooklyn, New York, Trinidad and Tobago, France, Japan, and a few other 

select states in the U.S. Competitors take part in two Double Dutch speed events and one Double 

Dutch freestyle event, known as fusion. Within these three events, jumpers are evaluated on their 

technique, audience interaction, communication, speed, and number of mistakes.  

First time competitor and 6th grader of the Bouncing Bulldogs, Kate H, remarked on her 

experience at the famous Apollo Theater, “I liked getting to experience competing in New York 

and seeing all the different types of jumpers. This was my first time going to the Apollo, and I 

had a lot of fun competing and experiencing a different kind of competition!” 



 
 
 
 
 


